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Pro Deo et Patria Award

Kevin Moran
Chief School Operations Officer

Kevin Moran is currently the Chief School Operations 
Officer at the New York City Department of Education. 
Prior to serving in his current role, he was the Senior 
Advisor to the Chancellor for Transportation. Over the 
past two decades Kevin has served in various executive 
roles including the Executive Director of the Staten 
Island Borough Office, Citywide Executive Director 
of Field Support for the Division of Operations, and 
Executive Director of Operations in Brooklyn North. 
He also served as an Executive Director in the Office 
of School Support as well as Deputy Cluster Leader for 

the Division of Academics, Performance and Support. 

Kevin began his career within the New York City School Public School system in 1998, serving 
as a classroom teacher at Egbert Intermediate School which was followed by the role of crisis 
intervention teacher. After serving as a teacher, Kevin became a teacher assigned to Community 
School District 31 and focused on student support services. Shortly after the re-organization of the 
Board of Education, he assumed the role of Regional Safety Administrator for Staten Island and 
Brooklyn South schools. He also worked at the Police Athletic League and was a high school football 
coach at Poly Prep in Bay Ridge Brooklyn.

Kevin earned his Bachelors of Science from Wagner College as well as his Masters in Secondary 
Education. He earned his School Administration and Supervisor as well as School District 
Administrator licenses from the College of Saint Rose. Kevin was also a four year starter for the 
Wagner College football team.

Born to Arthur and Eileen Moran, Kevin is the middle child of seven children with three older sisters 
and three younger brothers. His grandfather Denis Moran immigrated to the United States in 1929 
from the town of Tullamore in County Offaly. His grandmother, Mary Forde immigrated from 
Cookstown in County Tyrone in 1929. The focus on education, faith and culture was very much a 
part of everyday life within his family. Raised by devout Catholic parents, Kevin saw the value of 
faith and service at a young age and was an alter server through his high school graduation. Attending 
AOH gatherings and Irish festivals were very much a vibrant part of his upbringing and he continues 
to enjoy the celebrations of faith and heritage with his family. 

Kevin is married to his wife Barbara and they have three children Jack, Abby Lyn, and Joseph. They 
reside in Great Kills Staten Island and are members of St. Clare’s Church.
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Irishman of the Year

Dr. Jonathan Daly
Principal of Eximius College 

Preparatory.Academy D9

Dr. Jonathan Patrick Daly was born in Ticknevin, Carbury, 
Co. Kildare. He emigrated to the United States in 1989 with 
his parents, Brian & Sheila, brother David and sister Yvonne. 
He attended Cardinal Spellman High School and received 
a scholarship to play soccer at Concordia College where he 
graduated with a B.A. in Biology. Jonathan went on to earn an 
M.S. in Secondary Education from Mercy College in 2004 and 
an M.S in School Leadership from the College of Saint Rose in 2005.  In 2015 he completed his 
Doctorate degree in School Leadership from Concordia University.

After moving to the United States Jonathan remained active in the Irish community in New York 
through gaelic football. He played with St. Barnabas GFC and was a member of winning teams 
at all underage levels as well as Junior A & B. He played senior football with Leitrim, Sligo and 
Kildare, 

Jonathan has been the Principal of Eximius College Preparatory Academy for almost 10 years.  
His career in education has been entirely within the NYC public school system.  He has held 
the position of special education, math, and science teacher, as well as department coordinator, 
Assistant Principal of Administration, Assistant Principal of Security and Assistant Principal of 
Organization before becoming principal of Eximius.

Since becoming principal, Jonathan has implemented many new initiatives which have contributed 
to the school’s successes. One such program is College for Every Student, which focuses on 
student leadership through service, mentoring and pathways to college. Success of this program 
and a partnership with the New York University College Advising Corps was featured in the 2016 
PBS nationally broadcast show, Newshour. Jonathan has also taken on the role of Master Principal 
for the DOE, mentoring and supporting newly appointed principals in the NYC public school 
system.

Jonathan married Jodi (Jiménez) in 2007 and together they are the proud parents of two children, 
Jonny (10) and Casey (9).
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Irishwoman of the Year

Lorraine O’Shea Willsea
Teacher at D75 P168X

Lorraine O’Shea was born in the Inwood section of Manhattan, 
to John J. O’Shea and Bridget Laura O’Shea. John was born 
on the family farm, Inchamore, in Kenmare, Co. Kerry, while 
Laura also grew up on her family farm in Belclare, near Tuam, 
in Co. Galway. After assorted adventures, they met and married 
in New York City, where they settled down to raise Lorraine, 
Maureen, Audrey and Dennis. The couple celebrated fifty years 

of marriage and five grandchildren before Laura passed away in 2017.

Lorraine earned a scholarship to Riverdale Country School, and from there was accepted into the 
Boston College Honors Program. She graduated in three years, and went on to earn a Master’s 
Degree in Special Education from Manhattan College, followed by another Master’s in Educational 
Administration. She is currently completing her Ph.D in Educational Leadership.
 
Throughout her life, Lorraine has truly had the ‘Luck of the Irish’ in terms of being surrounded by 
remarkable people who personify the Irish traits of love, laughter, and loyalty. Her sister Audrey, a 
District 79 Instructional Specialist, has been a constant support and inspiration. This comes as no 
surprise, since Dr. Mary McInerney, who went on to revolutionize Special Education, was a teenage 
role model for the O’Shea children. Maureen went on to become a M.S.W., while Dennis works 
in real estate. Lorraine also has been blessed since kindergarten with the friendship of Kristina 
Cascone, currently a Literacy Specialist, and Patricia Hart, one of the first female NYPD Sergeants 
to supervise an elite unit.

Lorraine continues to work for P.168, a District 75 school in the Bronx, and enjoys not only the 
intellectual challenge of working with these unique students, but also the social justice aspect of the 
U.F.T., embodied by Mr. David Doorga. He continues to fight tirelessly for the rights of students and 
staff, even as he has risen to become the District Representative for District 75.

The ‘Luck of the Irish’ continued when Ms. Maureen Fullerton became the Principal of P. 168, 
ushering a new era of student achievement and staff collaboration. 

However, Lorraine’s luckiest moment was when she caught the eye of Billy Willsea, the love of her 
life and truly her “Anam Cara” (Irish for soul mate), over twenty-five years ago.
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Irish Teacher of the Year

Dennis Gault
UFT  District 1 Representative

Dennis Gault is a native New Yorker, parent, NYC 
public school teacher, former chapter leader, current 
District Representative for the UFT and a Democratic 
District Leader.

He began his career as a classroom special education 
teacher in 1993, working in a self-contained special 
education classroom. He quickly became active in his UFT chapter and was elected 
as the Chapter Leader in 1994. Dennis was trained in arbitration advocacy and 
facilitated several victories for hardworking members.  Later, he earned the title of 
UFT District One Political Captain. As the political captain, he acted as liaison to 
the elected officials serving in lower Manhattan and advocated for fair funding for 
public schools.

Dennis has won numerous awards over the years. In 2012 he was presented the 
“Marsh-Raimo Award for Political Action,” given in recognition of political action 
on behalf of public school students and educators. In 2007 he was presented with the 
“Ely Trachtenberg Award.”  In 2014 he received an award for serving 20 years as a 
chapter leader. Dennis won the “IrishEcho Labor Education award” as well as the 
“Neil Shanahan Award” from the Catholic Teacher’s Association in 2016.  In 2017 
he was given the “Lou Cammarosano Award” for efforts to make the greatest strides 
in the collection of VOTE-COPE contributions and to increase political action in his 
district.

Supporting our schools and related issues is one of his longtime passions. Dennis 
is currently serving his third term as a Democratic District Leader in the 66th A.D. 
In his role as an elected official, he has the privilege of working with legislators 
and fighting for public schools. He also served two years as a PTA president of his 
daughter’s school M089, as well as serving as an executive member of Community 
Board One for 12 years.
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Irish Principal of the Year

Angela O’Dowd
Principal of D27 - PS62Q

Angela O’Dowd and her husband Gerry were born in Dublin, 
They met when they were just 16 and married at 21.  During 
an economic downturn in 1986, they left their home and with 
their baby, Grace ventured to New York with nothing but an 
American Dream for a better life. Their son Peter was born 
in 1988.  Gerry soon became a Master Plumber, operating 
a business and supporting the family in Marine Park.  To 

maintain their Irish heritage, the children learned Irish dancing and performed at the Great Irish 
Fair, Carnegie Hall, Town Hall and Irish parades.  While raising the children, Angela returned to 
school to get a high school diploma, a wish she had always held dear.  Against the odds, she went 
on to achieve much more than that, including two Masters Degrees and a Cahn Fellowship for 
Distinguished Principals.

Angela has worked as a Technology Staff Developer for District 22, a 4th Grade Teacher and 
an Assistant Principal at PS 217.  Currently the Principal of PS 62 in Queens for 17 years, 
Angela is proud of her efforts to prepare her 1000 mostly immigrant students for jobs of the 
future and in helping to bridge the gap in computer science jobs for groups who are historically 
underrepresented.  To this end, the school was designated a NYC Showcase School for Computer 
Science and Innovation and a Federal Magnet School, hosting visits from educators across all five 
boroughs and meeting integration targets.  Citing her personally challenging Irish immigrant 
experience, where she received a green card through a diversity lottery, Angela’s story has 
inspired hundreds of teachers and principals about the need to get started with this work.  It 
has been included in a published book called Showcase Stories: The Power of Stories for School 
Improvement.

During her limited time off, Angela spends time with her husband in their little yellow house by 
the sea and on their curragh (traditional boat) in Lettermullen, Connemara.  Originally built as the 
‘teacher’s residence’ next to a two roomed schoolhouse, it felt like the perfectly romantic idea when 
she found it listed online.  However, given the choice, she would much rather spend time with their 
three grandchildren, Claire, Patrick and Maggie.  The next chapter of Angela and Gerry’s  journey, 
after retirement, promises to be just as adventurous as their initial ‘plunge into the unknown’ in 
1986 as they plan to cruise around the world in their ‘liveaboard’ 43’ Nordhavn Yacht.



NYC Department of Education Emerald Society

Irish Custodian of the Year

Michael King
Custodian Engineer D10 

X80/X280/X843

Michael Patrick King is a second-generation Irish 
American who was born on June 12, 1957, in Rahway, New 
Jersey, to parents George Madison King and Maureene 
Martha Murray. Michael’s maternal grandmother was born 
in County Westmeath Ireland and migrated to America in 
the 1920’s
 
He married Dorothy Lee Walsh on August 9, 1986. They have one child, Maureene 
Grayce Conte, who is married to Stephen Conte, and one grandchild Henry Conte. 
Michael has three brothers; Thomas (deceased) John, James, three sisters; Margaret, 
Maureen, Ann. He has numerous nieces and nephews.

Michael attended Good Shepherd Grammar school in the Inwood section of Manhattan 
and graduated from Marvel Academy in Rye NY.

Michael worked as a shipping manager in the NYC garment district from 1975 to 1991. 
He was also a bartender for many years in the Bronx and Manhattan.

He has been a part of the Department of Education since 1991 employed as part of 
the custodial staff in various capacities.  His current position as of 2005 is Custodial 
Engineer and he is responsible for the current day to day operation of public schools
X80, X280 and X843.  Since 2017 he assumed the duties of the Bronx Borough 
Chairman for local 891. The duties for the borough are many which include assisting 
other Bronx custodians with any issues that arrive that relate to local 891. He attends 
disciplinary hearings and grievance meetings. He also assists his fellow custodians with 
training and advice relating to building operations.

Michael volunteers his time as a coach and board member for the TNT Baseball, TNT 
Basketball and TNT Soccer which is the local youth town sports club. 

He enjoys reading, cooking, vacationing and participating in all sports events
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Irish D75 Principal of the Year

Barbara Tremblay
Principal of 721K

Barbara Tremblay is the proud Principal of 
P721K in District 75. She began her journey 
in education twenty nine years ago as a young 
paraprofessional and has held many roles in the 
Department of Education, including teacher, 
District Administrator, Assistant Principal, and 
for the last eight years as a Principal. 
 

She has a great sense of adventure and humor. Her passion for serving the students 
and families of P721K and in District 75 is apparent when you meet her.  

She embraces all opportunities and initiatives from a place of yes, only if it answers 
her core belief, “is it good for students.”  She embodies the school’s mission, i.e. 
Enable students to utilize their talents, strengths, and capabilities to reach their 
fullest potential.  

To ensure students receive the highest quality of instruction, she has continued to 
seek the very best curriculum and instructional methodologies to meet the varying 
needs of her students.  

She strives to create a school culture where active participation and first-hand 
experiences are the means for her students to reach new levels of learning. She 
accomplishes this through collaboration, planning, and open communication. 

Overall, Ms. Tremblay will always ask students and staff alike, “Where are you 
going?” as a catchphrase to provide an open dialogue about her students’ future and 
ensuring they are prepared and will be successful in their future. 
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Irish Ombudsman of the Year

Frank Cassidy
Bronx Director of School Improvement

Frank Cassidy started his educational career after a short 
time spent in retail banking. He realized that he did not 
want to be bored for the rest of his life, so he pursued 
teaching.  He had volunteered with Junior Achievements 
while in banking and knew that this path fit his plans 
better than a Branch Manager.

Frank started teaching in a very large middle school in 
the Bronx.  That is where he met his wife, Meghan Quinn 
Cassidy.  He went on to become an assistant principal of that middle school before moving to a 
secondary school in District 9 in the Bronx.

It was at this school that he had to mediate between multiple personalities for the benefit of 
increased outcomes for students.  He ensured that the school was in a trajectory for excellence.  
There he was awarded “Educator of the Year” by his peers. It was working in this school that he 
realized that his students had to travel quite the distance to take the SAT and ACT exams, often 
traveling well over an hour to the administration site.  He opened his school to become a testing 
center.  They now test over 350 students for each administration of the SAT and ACT exams.

Frank is excited to be a member of the NYC DOE Emerald Socitey. He became very interested in 
his Irish Heritage once his cousin went to Ireland to do research on his family well before 
Ancestry.com.  His family origins can be traced back to the early 1800’s.  It was in the late 1800’s 
when both sides of his grandparent’s families immigrated to New York.

Frank married Meghan and now have four daughters.  The two older daughters, Sarah and Maggie, 
among other interests, are taking bagpipe lessons and have marched in numerous parades, including 
the NYC St. Patrick’s Day Parade and the NYC Tartan Day Parade.  The third daughter, Abaigeal 
is playing the drums and is waiting to get fitted for her uniform.  Their last daughter, Maeve is a 
competitive Irish Step Dancer and participated in her first Oireachtas in Philadelphia last year.


